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Throughout their infamous 20 year career, the mighty ANTHRAX have always prided themselves on being a band of the people, for the people and by the people. This being said and with 2004 being an election year, ANTHRAX have taken that ideal one step further with their upcoming release, "The Greater Of Two Evils", an all out assault on their history with each song being voted on by their fans via the internet.


 


Covering their history from 1984-1990, "The Greater Of Two Evils" is made up of fourteen classic ANTHRAX songs the fans demanded by way of the thousands of votes from all over the world received on the band’s official website, anthrax.com. Based on those votes, the band entered Avatar studios in NYC one cold and snowy weekend last winter and took a trip back in time to revisit songs from their formative releases "Fistful Of Metal" (1984), "Spreading The Disease" (1985), "Among The Living" (1987), "State Of Euphoria" (1988), and "Persistence Of Time" (1990).


 


“It was just the five of us in a room ripping.  It was intense,” Scott Ian states, “like when we first wrote these songs and started playing them for the first time. Like good whisky, they’ve aged wonderfully. There’s so much energy on this record. Busting the tracks out live in two days was definitely the way to do it."


“Our fans have been so loyal over the years that we wanted to give them something special,” explains drummer Charlie Benante, “so we came up with the idea of letting them pick the songs for this album. Not to take away from our past, but ever since John has been in the band, people are always coming up to us and saying ‘I wish you would re-record this’ or ‘I would love to hear John sing that,’ so we did it and it came out great.” 


A point that lead singer John Bush expounds upon, “When I joined ANTHRAX 12 years ago we wrote and recorded 'Sound Of White Noise'.  Although, at that time, we felt we were going to play a lot of those tunes live, there was still a giant catalog of older songs for me to learn. From that time until now I’ve embraced those older songs like they were children of my own. Taking nothing away from the original versions, because they definitely stand tall on their own, it felt like a good idea to give the fans the choice if they wanted to hear new versions of these songs and which songs they wanted to hear the most. This is not an attempt to relive the past, just an attempt to kick 'em out with the 21st century line-up of ANTHRAX.”


 


And kick ‘em out they do. Well known songs like 'Caught In A Mosh', 'Madhouse' and 'Indians' get the update as well as lesser known songs such as 'Panic', 'Gung Ho' and 'Deathrider' with the latter getting the biggest over-haul. Charlie Benante explains: “While we didn’t want to deviate too much from the original recordings, we didn’t want to be strapped to them either. There are a few changes here and there with 'Deathrider' being the one that stands out the most. On our first album, 'Fistful Of Metal', that song is a blast from the beginning to the end, one speed, that’s it. On the new version it's still fast, but we pull-up a bit in the verses going to half-time, which makes it heavier and flow better. No one will be disappointed…Trust me.”


 


All the artwork for "The Greater Of Two Evils" was done by Shepard Fairey, the subterranean legend best known for his Andre The Giant inspired OBEY graphics. “We wanted something different this time out,” says Benante who serves not only as drummer and songwriter but as the resident art director as well.  “Our last two releases we used famed painter Alex Ross who did two unbelievable covers for us (2003’s critically acclaimed 'We’ve Come For You All' and their live DVD/CD 'Music Of Mass Destruction' which was released earlier this year.), and we wanted to go in a slightly different direction."


 


ANTHRAX hopes that "The Greater Of Two Evils" serves as a history lesson and a starting off point for the whole new generation of fans who were turned onto the band over the course of the last couple of years, something that was quite evident during their never-ending 2003-04 MUSIC OF MASS DESTRUCTION World Tour. On that tour, which took them to virtually every continent on the planet including shows in Russia, the Czech Republic, Poland, and Hungary, the members of ANTHRAX were noticing that their crowds were being made up of kids who were not old enough to be around when the previously mentioned "Among The Living" was released some years ago. “It's weird,” says Benante, “when I talk to our fans I find myself amazed that we have made such an impact for all these years.  When we first started we were kids with nothing to do who just wanted to play.  The fact that we have been around for a generation and continue to play to thousands of kids all around the world 9 months out of the year, I would have never have believed it. I think this album brings it back full circle.” 





H A V E   A   N I C E   T R I P   


Das musikalische Spektrum, welches "Have A Nice Trip" für sich in Anspruch nimmt, ist wesentlich größer und breitgefächerter, als auf "All You Need Is Love", welches die Band vornehmlich von ihrer düstersten, ja zerstörerischsten Seite zeigte. Texte voller Verzweiflung, Wut und Enttäuschung, aber auch voller Hoffnung und Kraft, deren musikalische Umsetzung exakt darauf zugeschnitten war. Dazu Hauptkomponist und Sänger Fuchs: »Ich kann nur dass musikalisch umsetzen und reflektieren, was in mir passiert« Schon beim ersten Durchlauf von "Have A Nice Trip" wird klar, dass die Reiter mittlerweile ein helleres, bisweilen sogar positives Bild von sich selbst und der Welt zeichnen. Ist es das Licht selbst, was durch die hässliche Fratze der Finsternis scheint? Fast 100 Konzerte bestritt die Band seit "All You Need Is Love" in ganz Europa. Trotzdem suchten die Bandmitglieder immer wieder bewusst einen Ausgleich zum schnelllebigen, hektischen Vegetieren in der Industriehölle. Sie verstreuten sich rund um den Globus, sei es nun Australien, Mexiko, Frankreich oder Thailand. Gerade diese ausgedehnten Reisen haben nachhaltigen Eindruck hinterlassen, völlig neue Optionen und Türen geöffnet. Vielleicht hat es auch nur Blickwinkel verändert, wer weiß? Dazu Bassist/Schreihals Volk-Man: »Man muss mal völlig abschalten, mal richtig weg sein. Dann werden die Dinge plötzlich klarer und man merkt, was wirklich wichtig ist. Wir spüren in uns unbändige Energie und Lebensfreude und es macht riesigen Spaß, dies in die Welt hinauszuschreien.« In diese Welt? Diese perfide Monstrum voller Narren? Keine Angst liebe Freunde, die Reiter haben keinen Frieden mit der Welt geschlossen. Schon der Opener 'Und vier Reiter stehen bereit' zuckt wie ein Blitz vom Himmel herab. Was mag in der Köpfen der Reiter vorgehen, wenn sie ihren bunten Textreigen gerade mit 'Ich kenne nichts erbärmlicheres als euch Menschen, Schöpfungskrone – zur Produktion verdammt' beginnen? Aber deswegen unentwegt Trübsal blasen und grimmig in die Gegend starren ist keine Lösung. Auch im Angesicht des Untergangs darf und muss ein Lächeln gestattet sein, auch wenn es bisweilen zu Eis gefriert. Ob's indes an den großzügigen Wodka-Spenden aus Finnland und Russland  liegt, das die Reiter ihr Liebe an rabiaten Rotz-Rock Nummern gefunden haben? Gleich mehrere intensive Stampfer ('Ride On', 'Du kleiner Wicht') haben den Weg auf diese Scheibe gefunden. Umso zerbrechlicher wirken im Kontrast dazu besinnliche Stücke wie 'Terra Nola' oder 'Das Paradies', mit welchen die Band Schubkastendenkern sicherlich das Leben schwer machen wird. Von Stücken wie 'Fatima' oder 'Baila Conmígo' ganz zu schweigen. Genregrenzen und Regeln hatten und haben für die Band nie eine Rolle gespielt. Die Suche nach einer Ecke innerhalb eines Kreises ist müßig. Denn wieso die Energien damit verschwenden. Der Puls der Band kann sowohl mit Kopf, Herz oder dem Arsch gefühlt werden. Ist es wirklich der Ritt auf dem Vulkan oder vielmehr nur eine ebensolche rasante Berg- und Talfahrt, wie es das Leben täglich vormacht? DIE APOKALYPTISCHEN REITER haben nicht vor kürzer zu treten oder gar stehen zu bleiben. Ganz im Gegenteil. Mit ihrer frischen, unvergleichlichen Art haben sie es in sieben Jahren geschafft, sich innerhalb einer überfüllten Szene ein eigenes Freigehege zu erschaffen. Hier können sie toben und machen was sie wollen. Bitterernst, verrückt, abgedreht, einzigartig, diabolisch grinsend. Was ist nicht schon alles über die vier Maniacs geschrieben worden. "Have A Nice Trip" ist eine musikalische Frischzellen-Kur, Futter für Geist und Seele. Die vermutlich wichtigste und mutigste Scheibe, die die Band bis dato abgeliefert hat. Der Weg ist das Ziel. In dem Sinne – habt eine gute Reise!


Tracklist


1. Deathrider  2. Metal Thrashing Mad  3. Caught In A Mosh  4. A.I.R.  5. Among The Living  6. Keep It In The Family  7. Indians  8. Madhouse  9. Panic  10. I Am The Law  11. Belly Of The Beast  12. N.F.L.  13. Be All End All  14. Gung-Ho
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Fuchs  - vocals, guitars


Volk-Man - bass, screams


Dr. Pest - keyboards


Sir G.  - drums
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1996 Firestorm       		Demo


1997 Soft & Stronger	     CD


1998 Dschinghis Khan	     EP


1999 Allegro Barbaro	     CD	 


2000 All You Need Is Love	    CD


2002 Soft & Stronger (Re-Release) CD


2002 Allegro Barbaro (Re-Release) CD


2003 Have A Nice Trip  	     CD
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John Bush	    - Vocals


Scott Ian		    - Guitar


Rob Caggiano	    - Guitar


Frank Bello	    - Bass


Charlie Benante	     - Drums








1984 Fistful of Metal 			CD


1985 Armed and Dangerous                      	EP


1985 Spreading the Disease		CD


1987 Among the Living                              	CD


1988 State of Euphoria 			CD


1990 Persistence of Time			CD 


1991 Attack of the killer B’s		CD


1993 Sounds of white Noise		CD


1994 Live , The Island Years		CD


1995 Stomp 442			CD


1998 Moshers 1986 – 1991		CD


1998 Volume 8  - The threat is real 		CD


2003 We’ve Come For You All		CD


2003 Stomp 442 (Re-Release)		CD


2003 Sound Of White Noise (Re-Release)	CD


2004 Music Of Mass Destruction		DVD & CD


2004 The Greater Of Two Evils		CD
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