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Formed in 1987 in Umeå, Sweden, Meshuggah have gone on to be called “one of the ten most important hard and heavy bands” by Rolling Stone and have earned the respect and admiration from fans and musicians alike.  The seeds of greatness were first sown with their first release, usually referred to as Psykisk Testbild (roughly translated as “Psychological Test Picture”) even though it really has no title.  Like their music, much of Meshuggah’s early history remains an enigma, but vocalist/guitarist Jens Kidman, guitarist Fredrik Thordendal and bassist Peter Nordin hammered out this vinyl-only release sometime around 1989.  It has since become the “Holy Grail” for dedicated Meshuggah fans, as only 1,000 copies were pressed.  The band jokes that its inclusion on their 2001 release, Rare Trax, is likely to “stir up some pretty ugly feelings in the few lucky bastards owning an original vinyl copy since it’s now been rendered completely worthless.”  Such is the humor of these Swedish speedballs.  Drummer Tomas Haake joined shortly after, and the band began writing for their first full-length release, Contradictions Collapse (1991).

A period of flux followed.  Kidman put down the guitar to focus solely on his vocals, and Haake’s school chum Mårten Hagström joined.  Sometime before recording the classic EP None (1994), Meshuggah recorded “The Ayahuasca Experience.”  No one’s quite sure when they recorded this track, as the band claims to have been under “some kind of influence,” but the best guess is ’93.  The song eventually found its way onto Rare Trax.  The EP Selfcaged (now out of print) followed in 1995, but it wasn’t until the release of Destroy, Erase, Improve (also 1995) that the world stood up and took notice.  A two-month European tour with Machine Head established Meshuggah as a live presence, and two separate tours later that fall (with Clawfinger and Hypocrisy respectfully) solidified their superiority.  Bassist Peter Nordin left before the Clawfinger tour, and the band played several shows without a bass player before Gustaf Hielm (ex-Charta 77) joined at a gig in Hamburg, Germany.

Meshuggah followed up Destroy, Erase, Improve with the EP True Human Design (1997).  The next true album by the band, however, was the monumental 1998 release Chaosphere.  The phenomenal response led to Meshuggah’s first performance in America at the Milwaukee Metalfest, followed by a national tour with thrash titans Slayer.  After the tour, Meshuggah left the public eye to concentrate on new material and their personal lives.  They emerged again in early 2001 to headline the sold-out New England Metal and Hardcore Festival in Worcester, MA and release the aforementioned collection of rarities, Rare Trax.  The band repeatedly turned down tour offers throughout 2001 in order to concentrate on creating the next album; however, they couldn’t refuse an offer extended personally by Tool.  The two dynamically different bands embarked on an eleven-date arena tour that brought the complex aggression of Meshuggah to a whole new audience.

On August 6th, 2002, Nuclear Blast America will release Meshuggah’s 4th full-length studio album, entitled Nothing.  The band will finish the new record just days before they join Down and Hatebreed on the second stage of Ozzfest 2002 and System of a Down and P.O.D. on selected off dates.  The recording will be the first to feature Hagström’s and Thordendal’s custom 8-string guitars.  The sound is monstrous and like nothing you’ve ever heard before.
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