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Q: It’s been a gap of eight years between your debut record and the new album. Why did it take such a long time to write the album – since it was announced several times in the past already?

A: Actually the biggest problem was to create these massive orchestrations. I hadn’t realized in the beginning how much computer “horse power” they would require.  For years I struggled with computer and software limitations. It didn’t take too long to compose the songs – writing music and riffs feels very natural and easy to me. The hardest part starts afterwards, because I’m a stickler for the sound I want to hear and for everything as far as the production is concerned. In the beginning I knew that I wanted to create this huge and epic album with lots of layers and orchestral parts. I didn’t want to give up that vision when facing some stressful and time consuming problems. Apart from this, some other problems regarding broken gear and private issues occurred – one time for example I had to leave my apartment for several months due to renovations, which destroyed my usual working rhythm.  

Q: What was it like to produce the album on your own?

A: It was at the same time very satisfying but also difficult, because I didn’t have the best gear or studio available. I even mixed the album in my small apartment, which certainly ain’t the best place for mixing. However, I put up some bass traps in there – that helped a lot. Overall, I’m very happy with the result. 


Q: How did you experience the pressure on you for this second album? Didn’t it become bigger and bigger throughout the years, the longer the fans had to wait?

A: It did to a certain extent, but at some point I decided that I couldn’t worry too much about the outside pressure but had to focus on the record and had to withdraw back into my own little world until the whole thing was finished. From the beginning on I pictured the album to be as epic as possible and I knew that it’d take a while. 

Q: Within eight years also one’s personality changes. Did you discover new influences within this period?

A: Definitely! I was for example influenced by film scores, such as the ones of “Memoir Of A Geisha” or “Crouching Tiger, Hidden Dragon”. When I was a little kid this Commodore 64 video game “The Last Ninja” 1+2, which had an amazing 8-Bit-soundtrack, impressed me a lot. I still listen to it and find it amazing! In general, I’ve always felt these oriental influences inside of me but never got the chance to fully express them. However, after I’d finished the first Wintersun album, I knew that the time had come to explore these ascendencies. Actually, while working on the first album, I already wrote some of the main melodies for the “TIME” albums. I wanted to throw all my previous inspirations out of the window and try to compose with pure heart to create something new and original, in order to make sure that every single note would touch me emotionally and would satisfy me.

Q: When considering that you’re the “brain” of Wintersun – how much influence do your band mates have on the music after all?

A: Kai Hahto probably has the biggest influence. We worked very closely together in the beginning of the composing process, when arranging the drums. Kai always comes up with lots of ideas and helps me to improve the riffs and arrangements. Teemu Mäntysaari helped me to record some melodies and acoustic guitars. However, still I work out most parts on my own and I’d like to keep it that way. The main reason for me to start Wintersun was because I wanted to express my own musical visions, though I’m always open to cool riffs, melodies or even whole songs if the other guys come up with them. 

Q: What is the concept behind “TIME I”?

A: Lyrically it’s dealing with all the human emotions we experience in our short lives, but also with thoughts about our creation and the universe. Who are we? Why are we here? Where do we come from and where will we go? Melancholic feelings like sorrow and pain about the fading time, the loss of our loved ones and the loss of our feelings that we had when we were younger play a major role. But also positive emotions are seized: power, strength and the joy of being alive.  

Q: The album title already indicates that there’ll be a second part – “TIME II”. What will that one be like?

A: “TIME II” is going to show stronger contrasts and more variety among the songs. Especially the last two songs on it offer something we’ve never done before – something that no one has ever done before. Those two compositions embody the essence of the “TIME” albums. “TIME I” and “TIME II” are like brother and sister – they present similar themes and lyrical foundations, but yet the songs are very different. 

Q: What’s the idea behind splitting the whole thing in two albums?

A: The main reason for this decision was the wish to release more material in a shorter time frame, in order to revitalize the band. Also while mixing “TIME I” I realized that it would have been impossible for me to mix 80 minutes of material in one session, for mixing only half of it was already pure insanity. If I had tried to do it all in one go, I probably would have burned out and none of the songs would have ever seen the light of day. Under these circumstances, it was the best decision to split it in two albums.


Q: Will there be extensive touring for you within the near future?

A: We’re very eager to promote “TIME I” to the fullest.  First we’ve got the “Heidenfest” tour coming up in October and right after that we’ll tour the US with Eluveitie, which is gonna be our very first US tour. It’ll be exciting to see how big our fan base is over there! In January 2013 I’ll start mixing “TIME II” and in summer we’ll try to play as many festivals as possible! 
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1. When Time Fades Away
2. Sons of Winter and Stars
I Rain of Stars
II Surrounded by Darkness
III Journey Inside a Dream
IV Sons of Winter and Stars
3. Land of Snow and Sorrow
4. Darkness and Frost
5. Time
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